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Broadly described, food systems encompass all activities from production through to consumption, along
with other key determinants of food security. Food security encompasses components of availability, access
and utilization. The rapid rate of change in food systems across the world is resulting in highly variable
and dynamic situations whose impacts and outcomes are uncertain. Evaluating the consequences of global
environmental, economic, social and political change for food security requires a comprehensive, integrated and
systematic approach. The holistic framework presented in this paper combines analytic tools from several
disciplines to understand how the organization and interactions within food systems produce certain food
security outcomes. It also considers the feedbacks produced within and by a food system that have future
consequences for a range of socio-economic and environmental outcomes, and hence, future food security
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